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COLOMBIA
POLICY AND INVESTMENT 

DEVELOPMENT TO ADVANCE 
COLOMBIA’S LONG-TERM GREEN 

GROWTH OBJECTIVES

CONTEXT
Colombia is looking toward developing a Green Growth Long-Term 
Policy that will provide new sources of growth, innovation, job 
creation and income generation, and at the same time enables the 
country to meet its Sustainable Development Goals and its NDC 
targets, all to be attained by 2030.

To achieve these goals Colombia required increased capacity to 
mainstream green growth objectives into development planning 
and investments in priority sectors that are critical for the country´s 
future green growth, particularly in areas that are highly susceptible 
to increased natural resource degradation and forest cover loss.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES
• Support Colombia with green growth target setting 

in a mid‑term timeframe to be reflected in the next 
Development Plan.

• Strengthen Colombia to better align efforts and enable 
the adoption and implementation of sound policies and 
investments to ensure that reduced deforestation targets 
are met by addressing the targets and outcomes in the 
implementation and expansion of the interventions defined 
under the Joint Declaration of Intent (JDoI), the Amazon 
Vision, the Green Growth Taskforce and policy development 
and the peace process implementation through the High‑level 
Councilor for Peace Office.

OVERVIEW

Country / 
Global implementation

Colombia 
Upper Middle Income Country 
(UMIC)

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q1 2017

Funding source Core
Earmarked: Norway

2017 budget USD 1,202,422

% of budget disbursed 86%

HIGHLIGHTS
• Lead a Colombian nationwide REDD+ payment for performance 

mechanism with a total of USD 15 million in funding to the 
Government of Colombia.

RELEVANT SDGs
12.2. By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient 
use of natural resources.

13.2. Integrate climate change measures into national policies, 
strategies and planning.

15.2. By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable 
management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore 
degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and 
reforestation globally.
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RESULTS ACHIEVED IN 2017

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ON TRACK

Long-term green growth policy framework adopted.

This outcome is on track with its intended timeline for 
completion in 2019.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ON TRACK

Subnational level green growth investment proposals and 
performance assessment tools delivered to policy-makers 
and Government entities.

This output is on track with its intended timeline for 
completion in 2019.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ON TRACK

Long-term green growth policy submitted to CONPES 
(Economic and Social Policy Council) for approval.

This output is on track with its intended timeline for 
completion in 2018.

OUTCOME 2 STATUS ON TRACK

International climate finance from partner governments 
under strategic land-use/REDD+ schemes (Amazon Vision 
and DoI with strategic partners) secured for implementation.

This outcome is on track with its intended timeline for 
completion in 2019.

OUTPUT 2.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Proposals for attaining selected Policy design and 
implementation (Modality 1) milestones identified during 
2016, under Colombia’s Joint Declaration of Intent 
with international Government partners for reducing 
GHG through REDD+ and the promotion of sustainable 
development (DoI) submitted.

• GGGI team coordinated and executed two key 
documents: i) the drafting and presentation of the Annual 
Results Report that provides a detailed description of the 
status of progress of each of the 63 milestones defined 
under the Modality 1, against which a total of USD 15 
million were paid to the Government, and ii) the Annual 
Operations Plan, that defines the investment lines for the 
implementation of those resources.

• Both documents have been prepared following the 
templates and guidance of the Sustainable Colombia Fund 
of the IDB, through which the payments of the DoI will be 
made. Supporting letters with the funding commitment 
have been provided.

OUTPUT 2.2 STATUS ON TRACK

Investment-ready project/investment proposals submitted 
to Sustainable Colombia Initiative strategic programs.

This output is on track with its intended timeline for 
completion in 2019.

OUTPUT 2.3 STATUS ON TRACK

Investment-ready project/program proposals submitted for 
Amazon Vision implementation in new departments, taking 
into account social inclusion and gender aspects.

This output is on track with its intended timeline for 
completion in 2019.

OUTPUT 2.4 STATUS ON TRACK

Articulation instruments for green growth and post-
conflict objectives delivered to support the Peace 
Agreements implementation.

This output is on track with its intended timeline for 
completion in 2019.

OUTPUT 2.5 STATUS ON TRACK

Effective land-use/sustainable agriculture production 
policy recommendation developed to ensure deforestation 
reduction.

This output is on track with its intended timeline for 
completion in 2018.
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PARTNERS

LOCAL

• Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development

• National Planning Department

• Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

• Ministry of Finance and Public Credit

• Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and Environmental 
Studies – IDEAM

• Colombian Presidential Agency of International Cooperation

• High‑level Counselor for the post‑conflict office

• Sustainable Colombia Fund

• Colombia Peace Fund

• Colombia´s Competitiveness Council

• University of Los Andres

• Fondo Acción

• Sustainable Cattle Ranching Roundtables

INTERNATIONAL

• Interamerican Development Bank

• World Bank

• The French Development Agency (AFD),

• KfW

• The Nature Conservancy

• World Wildlife Fund

• Tropical Forest Alliance ‑TFA

LESSONS LEARNED
• A sub-national level intervention is needed to foster green 

growth deployment in the entire country

ADDITIONAL RESULTS

• GGGI organized 2 academic events sponsored by the Green Growth Taskforce with participation of over 100 people each to promote 
research and dissemination of cutting‑edge research that could provide inputs and ideas to the technical analysis. Results under this 
Green Growth Policy workstream will be delivered in 2018.

• GGGI has been working with the Fund for the Financing of the Agricultural Sector ‑ FINAGRO and the Earth Innovation Institute 
‑EII in the design of agro‑environmental financial instruments, which has resulted in the design of the Instrument for the Sustainable 
Productive Transformation‑ITPS, an instrument for the sustainable productive transformation of the livestock sector in the country. 
This will be put to the test in 2018 through two pilots in the Colombian Amazon with 200 producers.

• As part of the accompaniment of GGGI to the Vision Amazon Program, in the Indigenous Pillar, the GGGI Program has been actively 
supporting the participatory definition of the strategic and action lines of the pillar, the definition and preparation of the guide for 
the structuring of projects by of indigenous organizations and the structuring of a regional strategic project with the Organization 
of Indigenous Amazonian Groups ‑ OPIAC, which has been selected for funding in the first call of the PIVA entitled “Strengthening 
Governance and Capacities for Environmental Governance of Peoples Indigenous people of the Colombian Amazon”.

• GGGI supported the Second Annual Seminar on Forest Cover Monitoring (November 28‑30th 2017), this event was intended to 
foster knowledge and experience sharing that will bring together top national and international experts to discuss and devise ways in 
which national monitoring schemes can be strengthened and better contribute to decision‑making processes, considering Colombia’s 
commitments on climate change, sustainable development, reducing deforestation and restoring ecosystems. More than 180 
representatives from authorities, research institutes, universities, NGOs, private sector, local communities, experts and other academic 
and institutional stakeholders interested in monitoring forests participated.


