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VIET NAM
VIET NAM URBAN GREEN GROWTH 

ACTION - PHASE II

CONTEXT
Viet Nam’s economic growth in recent decades has been 
accompanied by significant rural to urban migration, which has led 
to increased social and environmental challenges.  Over the past 
decade, 700 square kilometers of land has been converted into 
urban areas and inhabited by 7.5 million new city residents.  While 
Viet Nam’s cities represent potential engine for strong economic 
growth, the largest urban centers operate with poor urban design 
and lack adequate infrastructure.  Cities also lack sufficient levels 
of green growth investment, due in part to insufficient climate 
change and green growth mainstreaming in policy and planning 
processes, and climate-relevant project orientation.

To address these challenges, Viet Nam had adopted the Viet 
Nam Green Growth Strategy (VGGS), which includes priorities 
to deploy technologies to adapt to climate change and reduce 
GHG emissions through green growth actions in infrastructure, 
employment, and natural capital.  Many of the VGGS mitigation 
goals as reflected in the NDC will require increased low carbon 
infrastructure investment in the wastewater, energy and 
transport sectors.

OVERALL OBJECTIVE
• Support cities in Viet Nam to decrease poverty, increase green 

jobs, improve air quality, reduce GHG emissions and increase 
resilience to climate change through low-carbon planning and 
investments in urban infrastructure. 

OVERVIEW

Country / 
Global implementation

Viet Nam
Lower Middle Income Country 
(LMIC)

Thematic area Green City Development

Project start date Q1 2017

Funding source Core

2017 budget USD 477,938

% of budget disbursed 72%

HIGHLIGHTS
• Development of the City-level NDC Assessment is a key policy 

document for the Ministry of Construction to direct cities to 
align the policy and planning with Viet Nam’s NDC targets and 
commitment to the Paris Agreement.

• Completion of the OECD, GGGI, UN Habitat Viet Nam Urban 
Policy Review (to be launched in 2018), this provides key 
recommendations to MOC to deliver on urban green growth. 

• Completion of the Ben Tre Waste Water Management 
Feasibility Study. 

RELEVANT SDGs
11.3. Enhancing inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity 
for participatory, integrated and sustainable human settlement 
planning and management in all countries.  

11.6. By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact 
of cities, including by paying special attention to air quality and 
municipal and other waste management. 

13.1. Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related 
hazards and natural disasters in all countries.  
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OUTCOME 1 STATUS ON TRACK

Green Master Plan aligned with NDC target is accepted by 
Government.

This outcome is on track following the completion of output 1.1.

RESULTS ACHIEVED IN 2017

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ON TRACK

Green City Master Plan produced.

This output will mainstream green growth into the masterplan 
of a city, ensuring the cities lasting sustainable green 
development. The city will be selected for those prioritized by 
GGGI and MOC during the development of the Urban Green 
Growth Action Plan. 

ADDITIONAL RESULTS

• Implementation of the Water Sector Policy Recommendations for the Mekong Delta, delivered under outputs for Viet Nam’s SDC 
funded work.

OUTCOME 2 STATUS ON TRACK

Urban green growth policy recommendations accepted 
by Government.

This outcome aims to incorporate GGGI’s policy 
recommendations into the National Urban Development 
Program (NUDP), 2021-2025 as well as develop wider key 
policies. This will mainstream the recommendations from 
the Urban Green Growth Action Plan, Urban Green Growth 
Indicators, Urban Policy Review (developed with OECD and UN 
Habitat) as well as city level NDC assessment.

OUTPUT 2.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

City level NDC assessment developed.

The City-level NDC Assessment is a key policy document 
for MOC to direct cities to contribute to the achievement of 
Viet Nam’s NDC. It was prudently developed and submitted 
to MOC in November 2017 which was accepted with 
recommendations incorporated into the Urban Green Growth 
Action Plan and submitted to the Office of the Prime Minister 
on the same month. This document when adopted will ensure 
the alignment of cities policy and planning with NDC targets 
and contribute to Viet Nam’s commitment to the Paris 
Agreement and green growth commitments.OUTPUT 2.1 STATUS ON TRACK

Green growth mainstreamed into the 2021-2025 NUDP.

The target for this output is 1 report with recommendations 
on NUDP green growth mainstreaming submitted to MOC. 
GGGI has worked closely with Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and MOC to deliver a 
chapter on green growth policy in the Viet Nam Urban Policy 
Review. The chapter shows GOV’s effort in promoting and 
implementing green growth in urban areas. The report has been 
submitted to MOC for internal review and finalization. The NDC 
assessment and OECD’s Urban Policy Review provide policy 
recommendations to promote green growth and low-carbon 
investment. These policy recommendations enable GoV to 
design attractive policy tools and measures to attract more 
private investment in green growth.

OUTCOME 3 STATUS ON TRACK

Green bankable projects accepted by Government.

The aim for this outcome is for 2 bankable projects to be 
accepted by Government. This outcome is aligned with output 
3.1 which aims to develop 2 bankable projects in sustainable 
urban infrastructure for submission to the Government for 
approval in 2018.

OUTPUT 3.1 STATUS ON TRACK

Bankable project developed.

The Ben Tre Waste Water Management Feasibility Study 
work was completed on time in September 2017 and has 
incorporated comments from the Ben Tre Peoples’ Committee 
and Asian Development bank (ADB). The quality of the report 
was appreciated by ADB and the Ben Tre Peoples’ Committee 
as reflected in their letter of appreciation. GGGI is working on 
additional bankable projects to be delivered in 2018.
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PARTNERS

LOCAL

• Ministry of Construction (MOC)

• Provincial Peoples Committee (PPC)

• City People’s Committees (CPC)

• Departments of Planning and Investment

• Departments of Natural Resources and Environment

• Urban Climate Resilience Community of Practice

• GreenID

INTERNATIONAL

• Asian Development Bank (ADB)

• German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ)

• SECO

• OECD

• World Bank

• UN Habitat

LESSONS LEARNED
• MOC has requested training activities in 2017, however due to delays from the ministry these have been pushed to 2018, it is 

important to engage the ministry early to discuss on proposed dates and ensure close working to ensure delivery.


