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GLOBAL
RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS

CONTEXT
The Office of Thought Leadership (TL) is responsible for 
developing and coordinating a compelling and rigorous evidence 
base that showcases impact to key audiences – internal and 
external – through policy research, analysis, and data-driven 
tools and methodologies – resources that should have strategic 
planning and practical application value. It will promote knowledge 
sharing, leverage international partnerships to expand our 
impact. Activities under TL are intended to directly contribute 
to or complement operational projects and outputs, while 
simultaneously expanding and demonstrating GGGI’s leadership in 
shaping the green growth discourse and dialogue internationally.

Policy research and analysis activities are aimed at helping 
GGGI develop strategic evidence base, frameworks, guidelines, 
and analytical models for shaping and influencing the green 
growth discourse internationally, and supporting evidence-
based green growth programs for impact on the ground. GGGI’s 
policy research and analysis directly supports development and 
alignment of GGGI’s operational strategy for NDC and SDG 
implementation in partner countries. The activities encompass 
(multi-country) cross-cutting as well as sectoral projects in the 
energy, transport and green cities sectors.

Knowledge sharing activities encompass strengthening and 
expanding GGGI’s work in climate diplomacy, data-driven green 
growth tools and methodologies, and international green growth 
knowledge platforms and databases. In addition to these activities, 
TL continues to support in-country delivery through knowledge 
products and services that are based on the analysis and extraction 
of internal as well as external experiences, contextualization 
of best practices, and packaging of new knowledge, insights, 
innovations, data, tools, and methodologies.

OVERALL OBJECTIVE
• The overall objective of this project is to provide strategic 

research, analysis, and foresights that support countries to 
advance green growth policies and investments and that 
demonstrate GGGI’s leadership in shaping the international 
green growth dialogue.

OVERVIEW

Global implementation Global

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q1 2017

Funding source Core

2017 budget USD 647,198

% of budget disbursed 44%

HIGHLIGHTS
• Technical support provided to 7 country programs in the 

energy, transport, and cross-cutting areas.

• 9 technical reports, monographs, strategic documents, or 
policy briefs developed.

• 9 peer-reviewed articles on meat industry, energy, and 
transport published or submitted for publication in journals, 
or presented at conferences.

• 4 academic or research institutions engaged in formal, 
substantive partnerships with GGGI.

• Climate diplomacy program launched to support LDC Group 
and successfully organized 2017 LDC Group Ministerial.

RELEVANT SDGs
7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern 
energy for all.

8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, 
full and productive employment and decent work for all.

11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable.

13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.
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RESULTS ACHIEVED IN 2017

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

GGGI technical reports, monographs, or policy briefs 
prepared on priority topics.

• Two technical reports on energy, Africa’s Green Energy 
Challenges and Off-Grid Renewable Energy Solutions, 
and Market Assessment of Fuel Pellets and Green 
Charcoal for Energy Uses in Senegal, produced.

• GGGI’s Green Energy Development Technical 
Guidelines developed.

• GGGI’s definition and theory of change on green growth 
developed, and key documents such as Strategic Plan 2015-
2020, CPF guideline etc. refreshed to reflect the same.

• GGGI’s Strategic Outcomes and indicators, aligned to major 
SDGs, developed and endorsed; first appraisal of Strategic 
Outcome targets for GGGI operating countries completed.

• Report on barriers to private sector participation in the 
off-grid solar power sector in Mozambique prepared.

• Report on urban resilience planning in secondary 
cities prepared.

• Technical report on green transport assessment prepared.

• A comprehensive NDC review of GGGI partner 
countries conducted, and a (living) database created to 
support activities under the GGGI’s NDC alliance.

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Research & analysis on climate action planning and SDG 
implementation for green growth.

This project contributed to climate action planning of 
select countries through technical support in the energy 
and transport sectors and a climate diplomacy program. 
Knowledge products generated by this project in the form of 
technical reports, peer-reviewed articles, or insight briefs are 
also expected to inform in-country or global climate change 
mitigation/adaptation action and SDG implementation.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Papers published, or submitted for publication, in peer-
reviewed journals or publications, with at least one GGGI 
staff member as (co-)author.

Six articles published or submitted for publication in peer-
reviewed journals:

• The key role of the meat industry in transformation to a 
low-carbon, climate resilient, sustainable economy, Meat 
Science, 2017. (published)

• Meeting Conditional Targets in NDCs of Developing 
Countries: Renewable Energy Targets and Required 
Investment Of GGGI Member And Partner Countries, 
Energy Policy, 2018. (published, submitted in 2017)

• Vanuatu’s Vision 2030: The Path Towards Ambitious Energy 
Efficiency Policies and targets, Energy Policy. (submitted)

• Pathway Towards 100% Renewable Electricity Generation 
on Ovalau and Taveuni Islands in Fiji by 2035 – A 
Pre-Feasibility Case Study, Energy Policy. (submitted)

• Economic Appraisal of Implementing Electric Vehicle Taxis in 
Seoul, Research in Transportation Economics. (submitted)

• Managing future risk and interdependency for low carbon 
infrastructure: energy, transport and water system 
interactions, Nature Sustainability. (submitted)

Three abstracts/full papers accepted and presented at 
international conferences:

• Sustainable Transport through Provision of Electric 
Vehicle Taxis: A Case Study in Seoul, Presented at the 
Green Growth Knowledge Platform (GGKP) Annual 
Conference 2017, USA.

• Vanuatu’s Vision 2030: The Path Towards Ambitious 
Energy Efficiency Policies and Targets, Presented at the 
7th Asia-Pacific Forum on Renewable Energy (AFORE 
2017), South Korea.

• Modelling future scenarios of infrastructure demand for 
the UK’s National Infrastructure Assessment, Presented 
at the 2017 International Symposia of Next Generation 
Infrastructure, UK.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Formal, substantive partnerships developed with Korean and 
international institutions.

• Formal partnerships formed with 3 academic 
institutions: University of Delaware, Korea University, 
and Graduate School of Green Growth of the Korea 
Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST).

• Collaborative Research Conducted with KAIST and Korea 
Research Institute for Human Settlements (KHRIS).

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/322150520_Modelling_future_scenarios_of_infrastructure_demand_for_the_UK%27s_National_Infrastructure_Assessment
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/322150520_Modelling_future_scenarios_of_infrastructure_demand_for_the_UK%27s_National_Infrastructure_Assessment
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RESULTS ACHIEVED IN 2017

OUTPUT 1.4 STATUS ACHIEVED

Capacity building/ Knowledge sharing.

• ‘Africa’s Off-grid Energy Challenges and Solutions’ session 
organized during the Global Green Growth Week 2017

• ‘Resilience planning and practices in secondary cities’ 
session co-organized with UNDP at the Resilient Cities 
Asia Pacific Congress 2017 conference held in Ho Chi 
Minh, Vietnam.

• Contributions made in more than 15 national and 
international forums as presenters or panelists on key 
green growth topics, and disseminated GGGI’s activities 
and green growth concepts.

• GGGI’s work on estimating health benefits of avoided 
transport air pollutant emissions shared at the 
International Transport Forum (ITF) 2017 Summit.

OUTPUT 1.5 STATUS ACHIEVED

Climate Diplomacy.

• The concept note for the new Climate Diplomacy 
Program developed in June 2017 following consultations 
with the LDC Group and aligned to the draft LDC Group 
2017-2018 Work Plan.

• A number of activities took place aimed both at 
supporting the LDC Group in the climate change 
negotiations and strengthening the relationship between 
the LDC Group and GGGI.

ADDITIONAL RESULTS

• Provided climate action planning related support to country programs, including scoping and review of Ulaanbaatar NDC planning 
project, scoping of Indonesia energy NDC review project, and review of knowledge product on Fiji Solar PV growth assessment, review of 
Ethiopia’s GHG Reduction Roadmap, review of UAE’s MRV proposal, and GCF readiness proposal development for Mozambique.

• Conducted an analysis for parking reforms in Phnom Penh.

• Developed a tool that estimates health benefits of the avoided air pollutant emissions from green transport interventions in collaboration 
with the Mexico country team.

• Contributed to the concept development of China, Japan and South Korea Green Growth Initiative, and garnering support for the 
Initiative from Seoul Metropolitan Government and Japan Ministry of the Environment that resulted in the launch of the Initiative in 
Japan Pavilion during COP23.

• Developed a rural electrification database.

• Drafted Energy Planning for NDC Implementation (A Handbook for Green Energy Planning and Mitigation Assessment).
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PARTNERS

• African Development Bank Group (AfDB)

• Graduate School of Green Growth (GSGG), Korea Advanced 
Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST)

• International Institute of Environment and Development (IIED)

• Korea Research Institute for Human Settlements (KHRIS)

• Korea University

• LDC REEEI Group (Least Developed Countries Renewable 
Energy and Energy Efficiency Initiative)

• LDC Group of Countries

• United National Development Programme (UNDP) Regional Hub

• University of Delaware

• University of Oxford

LESSONS LEARNED
• Collaboration with academic and research institutions is valuable and effective because their knowledge and resources can be 

leveraged. Partnerships with in-country institutions need to be pursued to help GGGI’s work and sustain the knowledge and 
lessons from the work.


