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Overview
Owning division GGPI

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

Fiji /
Asia & the Pacific

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q1 2017

Funding source Core

Approved budget for 2018 USD 1,891,565.10 

Actual expenditure USD 1,430,867.54 

% utlization of inputs 75.64%

% of outputs achieved 66.67%

Relevant SDGs
AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY SDG 7. 

Affordable and Clean Energy.
DECENT WORK AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH SDG 8. 

Decent work and economic growth.
SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
AND COMMUNITIES SDG 11. 

Sustainable cities and communities.
CLIMATE
ACTION SDG 13. 

Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.

Highlights
• The Fiji Low Emission Development Strategy was finalized in October 

2018, approved by Government in November and launched on 13th 
December at COP24 in Katowice, Poland.

• The LEDS side event was organized by the Climate Change and 
International Cooperation Division (CCICD) of the Ministry of 
Economy (MOE) and the document was launched by the Prime 
Minister of Fiji. The LEDS launch was also accompanied by the launch 
of a short film describing the LEDS and Fiji’s low-carbon pathway which 
was developed by GIZ with assistance from GGGI.

Context
The Republic of the Fiji Islands comprises of a little more than 320 
islands of which 70.00% of the population reside in the large island in 
Fiji namely Viti Levu. In summary, key challenges facing Fiji include:

• Vulnerability to external shocks, including climate change and 
financial crises.

• High dependence on imported fossil fuels.

• Declining terrestrial and marine biodiversity, resulting from 
unsustainable land management and coral reef degradation.

• Difficulties in the provision of sufficient infrastructure and services 
in both urban and rural contexts.

To address these challenges, the Government of Fiji (GoF) has 
committed to integrating green growth into its development efforts 
and in 2014, endorsed the Green Growth Framework for Fiji. In 2017, 
the Ministry of Economy launched a new National Development 
Plan (NDP) which integrates green growth principles at COP 23 
in November 2017 while at the same time launching the Fiji NDC 
Implementation Roadmap which focuses on the energy sector.

Overall objective

• Reduce dependence on fossil fuels and GHG emissions.

• Increased energy security (energy access, diversification of energy mix through renewables, implementation of energy efficiency).
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Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Increased mobilization of both national and international resources 
for renewable energy and energy efficiency programs through 
identification, design and preparation of bankable green energy 
projects and facilitation of an enabling environment for investment 
into the green energy sector.

The enabling environment has been improved by the adoption of three 
key policies by the Government:

• The National Development Plan (Published 2017) which GGGI 
assisted to develop in 2015-2016.

• The NDC Implementation Roadmap (Published 2017) which GGGI 
assisted to develop in 2017.

• The Low Emission Development Strategy (Published 2018) which 
GGGI assist to develop in 2018.

Together these documents lay the foundation for increased 
renewable energy implementation across a variety of sectors and 
promote GHG emission reduction.

Four green energy projects were also developed and one is approved 
for funding:

• Taveuni solar energy project – approved for funding by KOICA – 
USD 3.5 million in 2017.

• Ovalau solar project – feasibility study underway.

• Solar for social housing – feasibility study for roof-top solar completed.

• Solar for micro, small and medium off-grid hotels – market 
assessment underway.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Project Management.

Letters of support from Government were received for a number of 
projects and the LEDS steering committee was set-up to support the 
development of the LEDS. The project activities were monitored on a 
monthly basis and changes were made when needed. The budget was 
monitored and the project stayed with budget. There were more than 15 
press releases and items posted on the GGGI website for communication 
of results. The Fiji CPF final draft was completed in 31st December.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Green energy projects are designed and demonstrated to be 
financially feasible under the national energy access and sustainable 
energy objectives of Fiji.

Four different bankable projects are being implemented under this output:

1. Solar plant on Taveuni to reach 100.00% renewable on that 
island: This project is the most advanced one and is currently 
under feasibility study. The FS was initially planned to finish end 
2018 but because of delays to secure the site for the project 
from the Government, the FS will be completed and submitted to 
Government in 03/2019.And this output will then be completed.

2. Solar plant on the island of Ovalau to reach 50.00% renewable: This 
project is also under feasibility stage and is planned to be finished by 
06/2019. The finance of this project is still not secured.

3. Inclusive Grid-connected rooftop solar for social housing: The aim of 
this project is to support the Public Rental Board (PRB) in installing 
solar systems on the roof of its headquarter and social housing.

OUTPUT 1.4 STATUS ON TRACK

Rural electrification project implementation support in-line with new 
NDP and integrating green growth principles.

The Ministry of Economy requested GGGI to change this output from 
rural electrification planning to support for rural electrification project 
implementation and specifically support to the Fiji Rural Electrification 
Fund (FREF). GGGI is therefore supporting the Fiji Rural Electrification 
Fund Advisory Committee and Board to develop a Monitoring and 
Evaluation Framework for Rural Electrification Projects in Fiji. This 
includes pre and post-implementation survey design, survey guidelines, 
training guidelines and support to analyze the results from the 
first 10 surveys conducted and development of recommendations. 
Pre-implementation and post-implementation survey training 
of relevant key stakeholders has been conducted and the survey 
implementation plan for the first 10 villages has been developed and 
will be implemented in 2019.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS DELAYED

Energy policy and action plan developed in line with the new NDP and 
integrating green growth principles.

In 2016 the Department of Energy requested technical assistance to 
review and update the national energy policy (NEP) once the National 
Development Plan (NDP) was endorsed. The NDP was endorsed in 
November 2017 and the Department of Energy started an internal 
review in 2018. This output will be not completed this year. However, 
the Department of Energy has confirmed their request for GGGI’s 
technical assistance and that the work will proceed in 2019.

OUTPUT 1.5 STATUS ACHIEVED

Develop a Roadmap for implementation of Fiji’s NDC to achieve a 
30.00% reduction in CO2 emissions by 2030.

The CCICD identified the need to develop an NDC implementation 
roadmap as a key supporting analysis for Fiji’s NDC and requested 
GGGI’s technical assistance. a steering committee was established 
include the department of energy and the transport planning unit of the 
ministry of infrastructure and transport and the Fiji electricity authority 
(now known as energy Fiji limited). The NDC roadmap was finalized in 
September, approved in October and launched at COP23 in Bonn by the 
minister of economy. The launch of the roadmap was also accompanied 
by the launch of the Fiji stories of change short film which was launched at 
the same event and was shown throughout COP23 at the Fiji pavilion.

OUTPUT 1.6 STATUS ACHIEVED

Develop a Low Emissions Development Strategy (LEDS) for Fiji.

The MOE through the CCICD requested assistance from GGGI to 
develop a Low Emission Development Strategy (LEDS). A steering 
committee consisting of 15 government ministries and agencies 
was established and three national consultation workshops were 
held between March and August 2018. The LEDS was compiled and 
finalized in October 2018 and approved by government in November 
and launched on 13th November at COP24 in Katowice by the prime 
minister of Fiji. The LEDS launch was also accompanied by the launch of a 
short film describing the LEDS and Fiji’s low-carbon pathway which was 
developed by GIZ with assistance from GGGI.
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Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Increased awareness of options for green cities and cleaner transport 
and greater preparedness to implement green growth projects.

GGGI supported improved integration of green growth into sectoral 
policies and plans, policy dialogue and raising awareness of options for 
green cities and cleaner transport through the following activities:

1. Completed a study for cleaner fuel for buses and trucks (2017), 
contributing to Fiji adopting a lower sulfur fuel standard in 2018.

2. Delivered a presentation at the National Transport Consultative 
Forum in October 2018 on the Maritime and Land Transport 
emission reduction strategies in the LEDS.

3. Delivered a presentation on green cities at the Fiji Attorney 
General’s conference in December. 

4. Served as a member of the Fiji Green Packaging Committee and is 
contributing to formulating policy on banning plastic bags and other 
single-use plastics

5. The Fiji LEDS also is part of this outcome, as it includes Land, 
Maritime and Domestic Aviation Transport sectors, as well as 
chapters on green cities, adaption linkages, social inclusion, 
environmental conservation and green jobs.

OUTPUT 2.1 STATUS ON TRACK

Analysis and options provided to decision-makers and planners to 
support green growth in cities/town and in the transport sector.

GGGI completed the following studies and presentations which were 
made available to decision-makers and key officials:

1. Completed a study for cleaner fuel for buses and trucks (2017).

2. The Fiji LEDS also is part of this output as the process raised 
awareness on green transport options and waste management.

3. Delivered a presentation at the National Transport Consultative 
Forum in October 2018.

4. Delivered a presentation on green cities at the Fiji Attorney 
General’s conference in December.

GGGI also served as a member of the Fiji Green Packaging Committee 
and is contributing to formulating policy on banning plastic bags and 
other single-use plastics. This work will continue into 2019.

OUTCOME 3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Institutional capacity built-up and increased awareness of options for 
green growth at national and local level.

Capacity building was provided to a number of institutional partners 
including the CCICD, the Department of Energy and the Transport 
Planning Division from the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport, 
the University of the South Pacific, the Fiji National University, the Fiji 
Commerce and Employer’s Federation and Fiji Business Resilience Council. 
Through the survey evaluations, staff of these organizations agreed 
that their knowledge of green growth had improved e.g. PRB, FLMMA.

OUTPUT 3.1 .1STATUS ACHIEVED

Policy, regulatory and incentives assessment and capacity building for 
implementation of Green Energy Projects.

Policy recommendations:

1. Policy recommendations on the green energy sector were delivered 
in 2017 via the development of the NDC Roadmap

2. Via the LEDS in 2018, where there are chapters on low carbon 
pathways for the energy sector covering electricity and cooking, 
land, maritime and domestic aviation transport sectors

3. Inclusive solar project for the tourism sector: barriers to micro, 
small and medium off-grid hotels to install solar systems to reduce 
costs and GHG emissions were identified in 2017. Further market 
research was undertaken: meetings with solar providers and 
tourism associations and an online energy survey was designed 
and distributed to better understand the needs from the small 
off-grid hotels and the size of the market. This work resulted in 
a project being developed to assess the market size and develop a 
financial instrument with support from the CCICD and FDB.

Training:

Training was delivered to energy sector stakeholders in 2017 through 
two workshops.

OUTPUT 3.2 .1STATUS ACHIEVED

Deliver training on planning and implementation of green energy 
sector policies.

Learning events:

• FREF pre and post implementation survey training delivered on 
21st - 23rd November 2018.

• Leap training workshop on 13th - 17th august 2018.

• Training to employees of the Public Rental Board (PRB) on solar systems.

• Delivered a presentation on green tourism as part of the ministry of 
industry, trade, and tourism’s world tourism day workshop in October.

• Presentation on solar energy to the Fiji Business Disaster 
Resilience Council.

• Presentation to the Fiji mining and quarrying council on the least 
emission development strategy.

Reasons if progress was below target

• Output 1.3: In early 2018, following the approval of the NDP, a letter was sent to the Department of Energy to re-start the process and they indicated 
they would provide a draft of the policy review and we would plan from there. After further delay, a meeting was held with Ministry of Infrastructure 
and Transport (MoIT) for an update of the latest draft and there were numerous follow-ups throughout the year. However, there has been no formal 
response in order to develop a work plan and proceed and the focus has been more on implementation of rural electrification. However, it is expected 
that Department of Energy will respond in 2019 to get this work underway.

• Output 1.4: Due to the change in focus for this output, it started later than expected, in August 2018, and was expected to be completed by 31st 
December 2018. However, there was a delay in the confirmation of the 10 pre-selected sites for survey implementation by the FREF Advisory 
committee, therefore this project is now anticipated to be completed by 31st July 2019.

• Output 2.1: GGGI also served as a member of the Fiji Green Packaging Committee and is contributing to formulating policy on banning plastic bags 
and other single-use plastics. From these inputs, there is work ongoing to carry out further studies on electric vehicles and single-use plastic with a 
view to integrating results into the new national energy policy and creating new legislation around banning plastic. It is likely that there will be results in 
2019 which GGGI has contributed to following on from this work in 2018.
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Partners
Local
• Ministry of Economy, Climate Change and International 

Cooperation Division

• Fiji Development Bank

• Steering Committee of the LEDS (14 Ministries and government agencies)

Regional
• GIZ

• Pacific Islands Development Forum

International
• GIZ

• Grue+Hornstrup

• ITP Renewables

Additional results
• Contributed to the National Adaptation Plan (published November 2018).

• Contributed to the Climate Change Policy (still under development).

• Delivered six one-hour presentations on sustainability in business 
delivered as part of the Fiji Ministry of Industry, Trade, and Tourism’s 
Youth Entrepreneurship Scheme.

Lessons learned
• Close cooperation with Government partners is important in every step of the project cycle from initiation of the project to securing financing. 

This has resulted in close partnership and continuous communication which helps the projects keep moving forward.

• The private sector is a key player in the implementation of green growth and low carbon development and industry players in Fiji are keen 
to engage in discussion and receive information on technology options and costs. Working with industry associations, like FCEF and FHTA 
is important to reaching a broad range of private sector actors and can contribute to identifying new project opportunities and also better 
outcomes for existing projects.


