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Overview
Owning division TL

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

Global /
Global

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q1 2018

Funding source Core

Approved budget for 2018 USD 250,000.00

Actual expenditure USD 209,234.86

% utlization of inputs 83.69%

% of outputs achieved 100%

Relevant SDGs
REDUCED
INEQUALITIES SDG 10. 

Reduce income inequality within and among countries.
CLIMATE
ACTION SDG 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its 

impacts by regulating emissions and promoting developments in 
renewable energy.

PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS SDG 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.

PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS SDG 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize 

the global partnership for sustainable development.

Highlights
• Group review is agreed language under the Paris Agreement Work 

Program. The modalities to operationalize the concept were developed 
by GGGI during COP 24.

• GGGI is recognized as one of the three key organizations supporting 
the LDC Group.

• GGGI is the first of those organizations that GGGI member states 
turn to when they need individual support in the negotiations for their 
delegations.

• GGGI’s comparative advantage in negotiations support is in the area 
of technical assistance, providing a depth of technical assistance to 
transparency negotiators that is not available in other negotiating areas.

Context
The Least Developed Countries (LDC) Group under the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) includes 47 
states that are particularly vulnerable to climate change but have 
contributed the least to the problem. LDC Group members face 
challenges in the UNFCCC process due to limited resources and 
capacity, which result from small delegation size. The Group relies 
on external assistance in strengthening engagement in climate 
negotiations, national-level capacity-building, and knowledge sharing 
through South-South cooperation. 

GGGI’s Climate Diplomacy Program gave voice to the LDC 
Group by supporting them to actively participate in the UNFCCC 
negotiations through technical assistance in preparing for the 
negotiations and a research program to identify and address LDC 
Group capacity gaps. The Program was to be implemented in close 
cooperation with the LDC Group Chair and members, as well as 
other LDC Group partners, to support two of the three pillars of 
the LDC Group Work Plan: building on ongoing GGGI technical 
assistance, capacity building, and research and analysis programs. 
GGGI’s work is complementary to that of the International 
Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) and Climate 
Analytics (CA). GGGI is unique among the current support team 
in that the organization has teams embedded in Ministries in 11 
LDC Group member countries, undertaking programs to support 
implementation of the Paris Agreement at the national level.

Overall objective

To support the Least Developed Countries (LDC) Group in the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
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Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ACHIEVED

GGGI is recognized as one of the core organizations supporting the 
LDC Group. GGGI effectively engages with the UNFCCC beyond the 
organization of side events.

GGGI has effectively partnered with the LDC Group to become 
recognized as one of the three core organizations supporting the LDC 
Group. This has been recognized through efforts by the LDC Group 
to support GGGI in fundraising for the continuation of the program as 
well as broad recognition by IIED and Climate Analytics of the value 
of the program. GGGI through the Climate Diplomacy Program is no 
longer solely producing side events at COP, but is now actively involved 
in providing technical assistance to the LDC Group in the UNFCCC 
negotiations, particularly on transparency. At COP 24 this is most 
effectively demonstrated in the outcome under the Paris Agreement Work 
Program on “group review”. The LDC Group requested GGGI assistance 
in developing and seeing through the concept of “group review”. This 
text, which was drafted by GGGI, is now captured in the annexes to the 
decisions adopted at COP 24.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Project effectively implemented (Project Management).

Overall the project has performed very well. The project delivered 
high-quality outputs against the agreed timeline, over-performing on the 
number of meetings supported, intersessional analysis products, inputs 
during meetings, and response to ad hoc requests. While resources have 
not yet been mobilized for 2019-2020, the program over-performed on 
the submission of funding proposals and several of these opportunities 
are still under consideration by donors. In the remarks at the conclusion 
of his term as LDC Group Chair, Gebru Jember, Ethiopia, commended 
GGGI for the launch of the Climate Diplomacy Program noted that in its 
short existence the program has rapidly moved to provide the LDC Group 
with critical support to hold the LDC Group Ministerial and filled key gaps 
in the exiting technical assistance, including in the areas of transparency. 
In his endorsement letter of the program, LDC Group Transparency 
Coordinator Tshewang Dorji, Bhutan, noted that the program has become 
an integral member of the LDC Group support team and has provided 
extensive technical assistance and intersessional analysis to support the 
LDC Group to in the negotiations. In an endorsement letter from the LDC 
Group Chair, Gebru Jember stressed that the program demonstrates 
commitment and responsiveness to LDC Group needs and has directly 
and effectively complemented existing technical support.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Lessons from GGGI climate programs successfully shared through 
global partnerships.

The Climate Diplomacy Program supported the organization of 
four (4) side-events at COP 24, in addition to supporting Fiji at the 
Long-Term Strategies Workshop, which took place in July in Bangkok, 
highlighting Fiji’s Low Emission Development Strategy (LEDS). The 
seven side events include: 

• AfDB Side Event: AfDB-GGGI Green Growth Readiness 
Assessment results and AfDB UNDP NDC Guidance.

• Note Launch.

• Taking Action to Raise Climate Ambition in LDCs and SIDS through 
NDCs and Long-Term Strategies.

• Financial Solutions for NDC Implementation.

• “GGGI Flagship Event: Transparency preparation @ LDCs; INDC 
Implementation “.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

LDC Group effectively supported to negotiate and implement their 
climate commitments.

Supported the following eleven (11) meetings:

• LDC Group spring coordination meeting

• LDC Group SB 48 coordination meeting

• SB 48

• LDC Group transparency workshop (Bhutan)

• LDC Group APA 1-6 coordination meeting

• LDC Group transparency workshop (Bangkok)

• APA 1-6 intersessional

• Global Climate Action Summit

• LDC Group fall coordination meeting and Ministerial

• LDC Group COP 24 coordination meeting

• COP 24

Drafted five (5) analyzes intersessionally of the LDC Group position in 
various versions of the revised negotiating text. Drafted two (2) briefing 
notes on loss and damage in the transparency text. Developed the 
agenda, five (5) briefing notes and seven (7) presentations for the LDC 
Group transparency workshop in Bhutan, and an additional briefing 
note and presentation for the Bangkok workshop.

During SB 48, supported two days of LDC Coordination Meetings 
in advance of the sessions, developing presentations that updated 
LDC Group negotiators on the status of transparency and mitigation 
negotiations, as well as attending four additional days of broader 
coordination with the G-77/China. Served as the moderator and 
rapporteur for in depth discussions of the LDC Group positions 
on mitigation and transparency. During the session, supported the 
transparency and mitigation coordinators during 20 LDC Group 
Coordination sessions (at 8am and 1pm each day) providing status 
updates on the negotiations and elaborating issues that required further 
guidance from the group on both substance and negotiating strategy.

Supported the transparency and mitigation coordinators in over 10 
bilateral meetings with other parties or groups of parties to exchange 
views on positions and elaborate common positions. Served as the lead 
technical advisor to the LDC Group transparency coordinator during 
16 informal or informal-informal negotiations under the APA, this 
support entailed: drafting 16 sets of detailed notes for future position 
analysis; drafting of 14 interventions made by the coordinator; providing 
substantive analysis of 2 new negotiating texts; providing substantive 
analysis of 7 negotiating “tools” produced by the Secretariat; supporting 
8 hours of G-77/China coordination meetings on transparency; and 
providing ad hoc advice on negotiating strategy. Served as the lead 
technical advisor to the LDC Group mitigation coordinator during 9 
informal negotiations under the APA, this support entailed: drafting 
9 sets of detailed notes for future position analysis; supporting 
interventions; providing substantive analysis of 1 new negotiating text; 
and providing ad hoc advice on negotiating strategy.

During APA 1-6, supported two days of LDC Coordination 
Meetings in advance of the sessions, developing presentations that 
updated LDC Group negotiators on the status of transparency and 
mitigation negotiations, as well as attending four additional days of 
broader coordination with the G-77/China. Served as the moderator 
and rapporteur for in depth discussions of the LDC Group positions 
on transparency.

Provided technical analysis on loss and damage in the transparency 
text during the LDC Group loss and damage workshop. Supported the 
transparency coordinator in 15 bilateral meetings with other parties 
and groups of parties to exchange views on positions and elaborate 
common positions. Served as lead technical advisor on transparency 
to the LDC Group in 44 hours of informal and informal informal 
negotiations, this support entailed: drafting detailed notes for position 
analysis; development of 1 position matrix; supporting 6 hours of G-77/
China coordination meetings on transparency; drafting interventions 



Project Results Report  201803/03

OUTPUT 1.3 (continued) STATUS ACHIEVED

made by the coordinator; providing rapid analysis of new text on each 
of the 8 sections of the text.

During COP 24, supported two days of LDC Coordination 
Meetings in advance of the sessions, developing presentations that 
updated LDC Group negotiators on the status of transparency and 
mitigation negotiations, as well as attending four additional days of 
broader coordination with the G-77/China. Served as the moderator 
and rapporteur for in depth discussions of the LDC Group positions 
on transparency.

Provided technical analysis on loss and damage in the transparency 
text during the LDC Group loss and damage workshop. Supported the 
transparency coordinator in 13 bilateral meetings with other parties 
and groups of parties. Served as lead technical advisor on transparency 
to the LDC Group in 80 hours of transparency negotiations, 15 hours 
of G-77/China coordination on transparency, and supported the

transparency coordinator in 26 LDC Group coordination meetings. 
Provided the LDC Group transparency coordinator with support on 
over 50 interventions, technical analysis of 5 new negotiating texts, 
drafted a proposal by the Group on “group review” and supported the 
development of consensus on that text.

The program also achieved a 100.00% response rate to all ad hoc requests 
by the LDC Group, including requests for capacity support for COP 24 
delegations by GGGI programs in LDC Group countries, including Burkina 
Faso and Myanmar, where in country trainings took place, and in Nepal 
where the program provided input into delegation preparations.

In addition, the program successfully supported the LDC Group 
Ministerial, brining in 28 Ministers and highlevel officials to support the 
elaboration of a political basis for LDC Group engagement at COP 24.

OUTPUT 1.4 STATUS ACHIEVED

GGGI relationship with UNFCCC managed and effective 
engagement at COP 24 undertaken.

Effective engagement at COP 24 was undertaken, including the 
preparation of one flagship side event. No ad hoc requests from the 
UNFCCC Secretariat were received. A submission to the UNFCCC 
was not prepared as it was determined that none of the submission 
opportunities were consistent with GGGI’s current priorities.

Partners
Local
• N/A

International
• LDC Group

• International Institute for Environment and Development

• Climate Analytics

• Government of Ethiopia, National Environment Commission

• Government of Bhutan, National Environment Commission

Additional results
• Additional unexpected or additional results of the program included 

the development of the climate diplomacy capacity building module 
presented in Burkina Faso and then modified and elaborated in 
Myanmar to COP 24 delegations.

• In addition, a research work program on LDC Group capacity to 
implement enhanced transparency systems was launched and a desk 
review of all LDC Group national communications has been completed 
and a survey of LDC Group countries on national communications in 
progress is underway. The results of the study will be published by 
mid-2019.

Lessons learned
It is challenging to enter a crowded field of support partners, but it 
can be done effectively by concentrating on gaps in support and by 
delivering high quality services that are as good or preferably better 
than the competitors.


