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Overview
Owning division IPSD

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

Guyana /
Latin America

Thematic area Energy

Project start date Q1 2018

Funding source Core 

Approved budget for 2018 USD 212,771.00

Actual expenditure USD 132,042.81

% utlization of inputs 62.06%

% of outputs achieved 100.00%

Relevant SDGs
AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY SDG 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 

modern energy for all.

Highlights
• The project was able to engage 34 private sector companies to allow 

greening of their source of electricity which contributed to the project 
pipeline of 14 MW. The project was also able to identify local company 
and international company to enter into Joint Venture that enhances 
local capacity through technology and knowledge transfer.

Context
Guyana’s energy sector is dominated by the public sector and 
heavily dependent on imported fossil fuels. Development of 
renewable energy is still at a very early stage. This project targets 
the commercial and manufacturing sectors to reduce their reliance 
on expensive and polluting diesel-based self-generation and save 
costs associated with damages to equipment and appliances 
resulting from voltage fluctuations.

As a result, this project is expected to catalyze the transformation of 
the sector through private sector participation in the solar market. 
Since the solar market is at a very early stage in Guyana, awareness 
building combined with technical and business development support 
for the private sector are included as key components of the project.

Overall objective

The aim of this project is to support the Government of Guyana in meeting its policy target of 100.00% renewable energy with private sector 
participation as outlined in the country’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC).
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Results achieved in 2018

Partners
Local
• Ministry of Public Infrastructure: Guyana Energy Agency (GEA) 

• Ministry of the Presidency: Office of Climate Change (OCC) and 
Department of Environment (DOE)

• Guyana Power and Light (GPL)

• The Private Sector Commission (PSC)

• Private Sector: Solar companies, commercial banks, and commercial 
and manufacturing consumers

• Local Solar Developers: Farfan and Mendes Group

International
• International Solar Developer: Soventix

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Contribute to greenhouse gas emissions reduction (SO1) and 
increased access to sustainable services (SO3).

GGGI directly contributed to reduced greenhouse gas emissions and 
increased access to sustainable energy through (1) help strengthen 
national green growth policy planning and financing through 
providing demand-driven technical advisory and private sector 
solutions related to renewable energy options, especially distributed 
solar PV, in Guyana, and (2) help mobilize public and private financing 
for distributed solar projects through engagement with the Guyana 
Government stakeholders as well as potential domestic and 
international investors, including private investors.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Private sector adoption of solar and storage technologies and 
business models.

GGGI facilitated a workshop dedicated to engaging private sector 
to discuss on technical solutions and business cases for solar PV 
technology for self-generation, as well as potential risks for solar PV, 
business models and financing options which in turn helped raising 
awareness. Successful delivery of workshops has increased awareness, 
knowledge and overall understanding by industrial/commercial 
customers of costing structure and potential business models.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Market barriers for scaling up embedded solar generation reduced.

Final Report and Aide Memoire provided for the removal of cap 
restricting grid connection and scaling up of solar PV projects. According 
to the latest discussion with the Minister of State, the relevant 
government entities such as Department of Energy and GPL, is now 
working on removing this barrier in consultation with line ministries.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Financing mobilized for identified and scoped embedded solar 
generation projects.

A number of potential financiers for distributed solar generation 
indicated their interest in financing the solar PV projects. In 2018, 
Letter of Intent with 2 private sector partners (Local private and 
German private company) to invest in solar: initial project CAPEX 
USD 15-19 million for 14 MWp project equity side.

Reasons if progress was below target

N/A

Additional results
N/A

Lessons learned
• The utility (GPL) imposed a 100kWp cap on on-grid solar projects 

and which GGGI has been trying to negotiate with them to remove 
in order to increase potential capacity and more portion of clean 
energy in Guyana. GPL has been always saying that they will lift the 
regulations but has not done so. In order to convince them, GGGI has 
offered to convince off-grid customers to return to grid as their back 
up power instead of operating diesel genset on their own. GPL finally 
accepted the offer and is willing to work with GGGI on joint workshop 
with private sector with regards to the said subject. The lesson 
learned is to engage with the utility giving them more opportunities.


