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Overview
Owning division GGPI

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

Mexico /
Large Emerging Economies

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q1 2017

Funding source Core

Approved budget for 2018 USD 280,637.30

Actual expenditure USD 142,156.78

% utlization of inputs 50.65%

% of outputs achieved 100.00%

Highlights
• Sonora is also the first subnational state to adhere formally to the 

Women’s Network in Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency (REDMEREE 
for its Spanish acronym).

• Sonora GGS methodology can enable additional subnational GGS 
in Mexico, plus potential replication elsewhere (Latin America/ 
Mesoamerica). Green growth indicators for Sonora resulted in GG 
indicators for all Mexican States. Interest in replicating.

• Collaboration with California on green growth, preparation of MOU 
in progress.

• Formal commitment and joining of Under2 Coalition.

Context
Sonora is the second largest of Mexico’s 31 states by extension. 
Located on the border of Mexico and the United States in the 
northwestern part of the country, the state is surrounded by the 
ocean, desert and mountains, and is an important economic center for 
the region. Economic sectors central to Sonora include agriculture, 
cattle, fishing, mines, commerce, industry, and tourism. Due to its 
temperatures and weather, the economy of Sonora (Mexico) uses 
significantly more energy (1.6 times) than the Mexican average to 
produce an economic output unit, thus generating larger than average 
GHG emissions than the country’s average.

Given the vast opportunities for Sonora to shift its growth path 
towards green growth, in 2016 Mexico’s Federal Ministry of 
Environment (SEMARNAT) and the State of Sonora approached 
GGGI to support the design and implementation of a Green 
Growth Strategy (GGS) for Sonora.The Sonora GGS provides a 
clear roadmap to design, implement and finance transformational 
interventions which foster green growth at the State level, with an 
overall impact of decreasing the state’s GHG emissions (per capita 
and per unit of output).

Overall objective

• Develop a clear roadmap for the State of Sonora to design, implement and finance green growth interventions, leading to a decarbonized and innovative 
economy; responsible use of resources and a climate change-resilient quality of life.

Relevant SDGs
GENDER
EQUALITY SDG 5. Gender Equality (through Sonora GGS Objective 2: Innovative 

and Inclusive Economy and overarching lines of action 29 and 30).
AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY SDG 7. Affordable and Clean Energy (Through Sonora GGS 

Objective 1: Decarbonization and Energy Independence).
INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE SDG 9. Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure (through Sonora 

GGS Objective 2: Innovative and Inclusive Economy and Objective 4: 
Climate change-resilient quality of life).

SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
AND COMMUNITIES SDG 11. Sustainable Cities and Communities (though Sonora 

GGS Objective 4: Climate change-resilient quality of life).
CLIMATE
ACTION SDG 13. Climate Action (though Sonora GGS Objective 3: 

Responsible Use of Resources).
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Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ACHIEVED

The State of Sonora prepares with the support of GGGI a State Green 
Growth Plan defining a pathway toward green growth.

Reported/completed in 2017.

OUTPUT 1.4 STATUS ACHIEVED

Support for the implementation of recommendations resulting from 
the Plan (December 2018); subject to timeline to finalize the Plan.

• During2018, GGGI’s support to Sonora took diverse forms: follow-
up weekly calls on Sonora GGS’s most relevant initiatives, plus 
drafting of meeting minute; development of technical/concept notes 
for CEDES and other relevant Sonora government stakeholders; 
scoping for resource mobilization in the energy, transport and 
conservation workstreams.

• GGGI developed a “matchmaking for implementation matrix”, 
which helped focus efforts on initiatives related to the completion 
of Objective 1 of the Sonora GGS (Decarbonization and Energy 
Independence). The aforementioned efforts and matrix/map ensured 
the completion of the following initiatives:

1. WRI: Building Efficiency Accelerator; Energy Investment 
Accelerator; Deep Decarbonization Pathways for 2050

2. Danish Energy Agency: Technical assistance for biogas projects; 
support to reform energy efficiency standards in local building 
codes

3. GIZ-REDMEREE: Women’s Network in Clean Energy and Energy 
Efficiency (REDMEREE for its Spanish acronym).

4. Under2 Coalition: Formal commitment to decarbonize economy 
in 80-90.00% towards 2050.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Project Management.

GGGI conducted weekly conference calls with its Sonora counterpart 
(CEDES) to monitor the progress of existing workstreams and 
identified potential matchmaking efforts for new initiatives. Also, GGGI 
travelled in average every 3-4 weeks to Sonora to assist in capacity 
building (workshops) and meet with important government officials.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Scoping report identifying areas of opportunities and defining a 
workplan for the preparation of the State Green Growth Plan.

Reported/completed in 2017.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Technical inputs for the preparation of the State Green Growth Plan.

During 2018, GGGI support for this output entailed a socialization 
workshop to communicate the Sonora GGS to State and non-state 
stakeholders (in February 2018). In addition, further assessments 
around the Sonora GGS’s first objective: Decarbonization and Energy 
Independence and their related themes (Renewable Energy, Energy 
Efficiency and Sustainable Mobility). Among the technical inputs 
provided in 2018 are concept notes on: green bonds, the case for 
gender inclusion, a Sonora- California MoU on green growth and a 
proposal for a tax on petrol (See supporting documents).

Partners
Local
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

• Mexico´s Ministry of the Environment (SEMARNAT) (main 
counterpart)

• Commission for energy efficient use (CONUEE)

STATE OF SONORA GOVERMENT

• Ecology and Sustainable Development Commission (CEDES) (main 
counterpart)

• Governor’s Chief of Staff (OEE)

• Ministry of Finance (Hacienda/Tesorería)

International
• Government of California

• WRI

• UK FCO

• Danish Energy Agency

Lessons learned
• Support of SPRSI was key to develop an overarching focus of the GGS which will enable points of entry for social/gender inclusion.

• Implementation efforts have paved the way to a new workstream (green finance) which will be developed further in 2019. New stakeholders, 
counterparts (Ministry of Finance) want to see financial benefits on top of green growth benefits.

Additional results
1. GGGI’s diagnosis and heuristics tool for prioritization proved to 

be a strong tool to internalize green growth concepts and identify 
knowledge gaps.

2. As part of its matchmaking for implementation efforts, GGGI brought 
the C40 Cities Finance Facility (CFF) call for proposals (C4P) to 
Sonora. After a successful application, Sonora’s capital city (Hermosillo) 
will most likely be selected along other 3 Mexican cities to receive 
technical assistance conducive for clean energy public transportation 
systems. This workstream will be further developed in 2019 (and is 
further reported under the MX2 EOY report 2018).


