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Overview
Owning division GGPI

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

14 countries of the Pacific /
Asia & the Pacific 
Island Region

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q1 2017

Funding source Core

Approved budget for 2018 USD 380,297.94

Actual expenditure USD 200,218.61

% utlization of inputs 52.65%

% of outputs achieved 100.00%

Relevant SDGs
AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY SDG 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 

modern energy for all.
INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE SDG 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrialization and foster innovation.
CLIMATE
ACTION SDG 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and 

its impacts.
PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS SDG 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize 

the global partnership for sustainable development.

Highlights
• Tonga became a member of GGGI in December 2018, becoming 

GGGI’s 29th member and 5th Pacific Island Country member.

• The Pacific Regional Transport Forum held in November and supported 
by GGGI, released the Laucala declaration, which establishes 
decarbonization of the transport sector by 2050 as a key priority for 
countries in the region.

• Three “Jumpstart Your Green Business” workshops were held in 
Fiji, Kiribati and Vanuatu and three accompanying guides to Green 
Entrepreneurship were published.

• The creation of the Pacific NDC Hub, with GGGI as a core partner, 
along with GIZ, the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme (SPREP), the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), 
and the NDC Partnership.

Context
Green growth in the Pacific faces the implementation challenges, 
particularly with rural projects, however, Pacific Island governments 
have also shown high commitment to climate change mitigation, 
renewable energy development and green growth. In combination 
with relatively small bureaucracies and power structures, this is an 
opportunity to support the countries to meet their objectives and 
promote green growth.

This project is focused on improving the lives of rural and urban 
citizens in the Pacific region, with replication potential to other SIDS, 
with a particular focus on social inclusion and gender, and contributing 
to meeting basic needs, enhancing resilience and mitigating impacts 
on the environment.

Overall objective

• Improving the lives of rural and urban citizens in the Pacific region (with replication potential to other SIDS)

• Particular focus on social inclusion and gender, and contributing to meeting basic needs, enhancing resilience and mitigating impacts on the environment.
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Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) with focus on solid waste 
management that is socially and gender inclusive at the urban and 
peri-urban level in the Pacific Islands is promoted.

A background analysis report on solid waste management was 
produced . The outcomes of this assessment report have been shared 
at a regional conference, the Clean Pacific Roundtable organized by 
SPREP, which was held in Suva in August of 2018, and peri-urban level 
in the Pacific Islands is promoted.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Urban Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) in Support of Green and 
Resilient Cities.

A background analysis report on Urban EbA as it links to solid waste 
management was produced. The report details the current waste 
management options in Fiji, Vanuatu and Kiribati from an Ecosystems 
based Adaptation lens.

OUTPUT 2.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Successful project management of regional outputs and activities.

• Tonga became a member of GGGI in December 2018, becoming 
GGGI’s 29th member and 5th Pacific Island Country member.

• The country business plan for 2019-20 for Tonga and for the 
regional Program (within the Fiji CBP) was approved at the Council 
and Assembly. Conversations with the Solomon Islands regarding 
membership have also been held, and GGGI Pacific team is 
currently awaiting a letter of intent. Conversations have also been 
held with Palau and FSM.

OUTPUT 2.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

PIC green growth objectives discussed at regional and national 
workshops and policy dialogue meetings and one knowledge 
product produced.

Three workshops and two policy dialogues were held this year, as follows:

• Three “Jumpstart Your Green Business” workshops (one each in Fiji, 
Vanuatu, and Kiribati).

• The Global Employers’ Climate Action Forum was held in July.

• The Pacific Transport Forum was held in November.

Four knowledge products were published this year, as follows:

• “NDC Implementation Roadmap Development: Guidelines for Small 
Island Developing States”, was published in December.

• Three guides to Green Entrepreneurship were published, based on 
the “Jumpstart Your Green Business” Workshops in Fiji, Vanuatu 
and Kiribati.

In addition to this, GGGI presented at or participated in a number of 
regional policy dialogues and meetings, as follows:

• Participated in the Development Partners for Climate Change group 
(meetings held in January and May).

• Participated in the Climate Action Pacific Partnership conference in July,

• Served on the judging panel for the Smart Cities Challenge, an 
innovation event targeting regional students and solutions to 
climate change, transport, and urban market challenges organized 
by ADB and KPMG.

• Participated in the Pacific Energy Advisory Group meeting in December.

OUTCOME 2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Knowledge on green growth and NDC implementation shared between 
PICs (and SIDS) and other developing countries and increased policy 
dialogue and articulation of green growth and NDC objectives and 
plans in regional outcome statements and government policies as well 
as increased capacity and knowledge to implement NDCs.

• As an outcome of the Pacific Regional Transport Forum held 
in November, Pacific Island countries released the Laucala 
declaration, which establishes decarbonization of the transport 
sector by 2050 as a key priority for countries in the region. The 
declaration has been signed by governments of RMI, Samoa, 
Tuvalu, by the University of the South Pacific and individuals, 
and other countries are expected to sign in the future. More 
information here.

• As an outcome of the Global Employers Climate Forum held in July, 
private sector organizations, Pacific Island country governments, 
and development partners agreed to work together to fight climate 
change and transition to environmentally sustainable economies 
and society, especially through the three critical areas of climate 
finance, climate insurance, and the green/blue economy.

• Pacific Island countries demonstrated their ongoing support 
for the Pacific NDC Hub and intention to work with the hub to 
implement and enhance their NDCs via their nomination of hub 
focal points and steering committee representatives. The countries 
have also agreed on the objectives of the hub and have publicly 
supported the establishment and objectives of the Pacific NDC 
Hub (for example at side events at COP24).

OUTPUT 2.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Setting up of a Pacific Regional NDC Hub.

This year, GGGI became an official partner in the creation of the Pacific 
NDC Hub, along with GIZ, the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 
Environment Programme (SPREP), the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community (SPC), and the NDC Partnership. In June GGGI’s Director 
General met with Head of GIZ in the Pacific and signed an LoI with GIZ 
in the context of the Hub. Furthermore, a letter of intent between all 
the partners of the Hub was signed in December at COP24.

https://mcst-rmiusp.org/index.php/laucala-declaration
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Partners
Local
• Pacific Islands Development Forum (PIDF)

• Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP)

• The Pacific Community (SPC) 

• Pacific Green Business Centre

• Pacific Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Centre (PCREEE)

International
• Korea International Development Agency (KOICA)

• GIZ

• The Global NDC Partnership

Additional results
GGGI signed an MOU with SPREP at the Clean Pacific Roundtable in Fiji 
to support coordination between the organizations’ work on national, 
sub-national and local green growth planning, financing and institutional 
frameworks, as well as increase green public and private investment flows 
to convert green growth strategies and investment plans into practical 
action. Further information here.

Lessons learned
• Countries in the Pacific are seeking technical assistance with implementing their NDC commitments in renewable energy for electricity, 

sustainable land and maritime transport, and in elimination of plastic waste especially in the context of its threat to ocean life.

• Green entrepreneurship is a new and growing area of interest in the Pacific region, and one where GGGI is well-positioned to make an impact.

• Engaging with the private sector is an increasingly essential element of GGGI’s work to facilitate green growth and NDC implementation and the 
private sector are pro-actively looking for opportunities to engage in this space.

• Working with partner organizations in the region can enhance delivery of services, but has to be managed carefully as it can also introduce 
additional bureaucracy.

http://gggi.org/new-partnership-formed-for-a-sustainable-pacific-environment/

