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Overview
Owning division GGPI

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

Philippines /
Asia & the Pacific

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q4 2016

Funding source Core

Approved budget for 2018 USD 421,935.24

Actual expenditure USD 387,371.19

% utlization of inputs 91.81%

% of outputs achieved 100.00%

Relevant SDGs
DECENT WORK AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH SDG 8.3. Promote development-oriented policies that support 

productive activities, decent job creation, entrepreneurship, 
creativity and innovation, and encourage the formalization and 
growth of micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, including 
through access to financial services.

CLIMATE
ACTION SDG 13.2. Climate Action: Integrate climate change measures into 

national policies, strategies and planning; and, 13.3 and improve 
human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, 
adaptation, impact reduction and early warning.

LIFE 
ON  LAND SDG 15.9. By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values 

into national and local planning, development processes, poverty 
reduction strategies and accounts.

PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS SDG 17.9. Enhance international support for implementing effective 

and targeted capacity building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the sustainable development goals, 
including through North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation.

SDG 17.14. Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development.

Highlights
• GGGI’s key national government partner, NEDA, supports the adoption 

of the Green Growth Planning Toolkit and the Training Modules as 
reference in cascading and integrating green growth in the country’s 
development planning processes. NEDA has communicated to GGGI in 
late 2018 that it aims to have the Toolkit and Training Modules published 
online and will undergo copyediting in early 2019.

• During the November 2018 Project Final Evaluation Workshop with 
all project stakeholders, NEDA has noted that the project outputs have 
fostered alignment across plans -sectoral and thematic plans’ targets, as 
well as recognized it as a very useful mechanism to examine the vertical 
alignment (national, regional, local- provincial and city/municipal) of plans.

• The project’s pilot agencies (BSMED and Provincial Governments of Bataan 
and Dinagat Islands) have decided to integrate and adopt the project output 
recommendations in updating their concerned local development plans during 
the mandated periodic review of these local development plans in 2019.

• As the Toolkit influences development planning, green growth is 
mainstreamed right at the very core of government interventions, i.e. 
updating or review local development plans which then serves as an 
“incubator” for identifying critical and appropriate green policies to 
promote green investments.

Context
The Philippines’ decentralized governance structure and cyclical changes in Government Administrations – six years for national and three years 
for local government – have impacted the continuity of government plans and projects. Recognizing these institutional constraints, NEDA, the 
lead socio-economic planning agency of the Philippines, led the development of a National Long-Term Vision (NLTV) 2040 to give continuity to 
government programs across ensuing administrations. The NLTV embodies the aspirations of the Filipino people and provides the basic framework 
in the formulation of national, sectoral and local development plans, such as the Philippine Development Plan.

However, a critical gap remains in the operationalization of the NLTV, particularly in its ability to be cascaded with appropriate climate goals and adopted 
by the Local Government Units to eventually influence the formulation of their respective local development plans. Strengthening the national, regional 
and local development planning nexus, and harmonizing the sectoral and thematic planning, strategies and targets through the use of a green growth lens 
would be a critical element in ensuring that SDG targets are achieved as envisioned by the NLTV, and inclusive growth and climate resilience are promoted.

The country’s development planning processes are deemed as one of the best avenues to institutionalize and leverage green growth. The project is 
directed at the institutionalization of green growth approaches and tools in pursuing the government’s development targets, contributing to efforts 
in achieving the country’s sustainable development goals (SDG), as well the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).

Overall objective

To promote climate resilience and inclusive growth through the institutionalization of green growth tools and guidelines in the national and local 
development planning processes in the Philippines.
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Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Guidelines for mainstreaming green growth tools in planning adopted 
as reference in government development planning.

• NEDA, as the key government partner has welcomed the project 
results - the adoption for reference in local development planning the 
Green Growth Planning Toolkit for Development Planning. NEDA has 
requested the support for the scaling up and wider application of the 
Green Growth Planning Toolkit.

• The pilot national government agency - the Bureau of Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprise Development of the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI-BSMED) has expressed that it will adopt the project 
output: Training Module for the MSMED Local Action Planning, for 
use by the DTI Provincial Offices nationwide, as a guide when drafting 
their Annual Local Action Plans where submission of such Plan by the 
DTI Provincial Offices is a prerequisite for downloading budget for 
MSMED support from the DTI-BSMED to the DTI Provincial Offices.

• The key recommendations to the targeted local development 
plans of the pilot LGUs Bataan and Dinagat Islands are intended 
to be integrated into the updating of the respective targeted local 
development plans of the pilot LGUs.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Green growth planning guidelines and tools, monitoring and 
evaluation framework drafted for piloting.

The Green Growth Planning Toolkit contains both tools and techniques 
and is developed in two volumes:

• Volume 1: Operational Guide- is a step-by-step guide to integrating 
green growth within the Philippine development planning context 
and anchored on the Philippine Government’s Provincial/Local 
Planning and Expenditure Management Guidelines; and

• Volume 2: Resource Note - features the green growth concept 
and model; explores how green growth evolved and how it 
operationalizes sustainable development; andshowcases some 
global and local good practices, particularly relevant to green growth 
and energy, tourism and MSMED promotion.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Project management.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Training for partners and key stakeholders on the Green Growth 
Tools conducted.

To pilot-test the Green Growth Planning Toolkit, training modules 
for mainstreaming green growth in development planning were 
designed and training workshops were delivered in the pilot LGUs, 
Bataan and Dinagat Islands, and in the pilot NGA, the DTI-BSMED. 
For LGU Bataan, the module implementation was divided into 5 
training workshops for the targeted TWG-member offices including 
the representatives of the 10 out of 11 Municipal LGUs of Bataan 
Province; for LGU Dinagat Islands, the module was implemented into 
3 training workshops including representatives of the 7 Municipal 
LGUs of the Dinagat Islands Province as part of the TWG, and for 
DTI-BSMED, one national and 3 local workshops were conducted to 
implement the training module on mainstreaming green growth in the 
MSMED Local Action Planning.

OUTPUT 1.4 STATUS ACHIEVED

National and Local Development Plans enhanced using green 
growth planning guidelines and tools.

Recommendations on integrating green growth to the target local 
development plans were discussed, reviewed and validated with the 
project stakeholders and respective pilot agencies, and then submitted 
to the Government partner, NEDA, the DTI-BSMED as pilot NGA, and 
to the LGUs Bataan and Dinagat Islands as our pilot LGUs.

Partners
Local
• National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)

• Department of Trade and Industry

• LGU: Provincial Government of Bataan

• LGU: Provincial Government of Dinagat Islands

International
• N/A

Additional results
Decision of the pilot LGUs to explore green investments in support of 
sustainable energy, tourism and MSME promotion, as well as in other 
sectors/thematic areas of water and sustainable transport, among others.

Lessons learned
• Project implementation was effective by letting partner/pilot 

agencies commit and have ownership of project intervention and 
was assisted by ensuring clear communication and simultaneous 
coordination at different levels of governance with concerned 
national, regional and local government offices.

• The fundamentals to mainstreaming green growth in development 
planning are now in place and is proceeding steadily with the critical 
engagement of NEDA as the lead socio-economic and planning 
agency in place. Having secured a buy-in from NEDA through regular 
consultation on opportunities for collaboration meant that support 
from all levels of governance on development planning from various 
sectoral and thematic agencies are effectively facilitated. GGGI 
can further build on its traction in mainstreaming green growth in 
development planning, policy development and investments. This 
stemmed from the project’s key approach of adopting appropriate 
and practical approaches at the local level which is critical for 
Philippines as a country with a decentralized type of governance.

• Project impact was further strengthened by incorporating the other 
GGGI-PH’s projects’ tools and lessons learned from earlier GGGI 
interventions both globally and locally (as showcased in Volume 
2 of the Toolkit). It also includes local good practices such as the 
San Vicente Municipality’s (Palawan) Ecotown Demonstration 
Framework which serves as an impetus for the local governments 
of Dinagat Islands to seriously consider pursuing ecotourism and 
promote protection of forest and biodiversity; and, the tool from the 
PSF Project of project concept development and financing options 
particularly for climate adaptation initiatives at the local level.


