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Overview
Owning division GGPI

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

Philippines /
Asia & the Pacific

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q1 2016

Funding source Core

Approved budget for 2018 USD 751,132.09

Actual expenditure USD 618,425.50

% utlization of inputs 82.33%

% of outputs achieved 75.00%

Relevant SDGs
NO 
POVERTY SDG 1. 

No Poverty.
GENDER
EQUALITY SDG 5. 

Gender Equality.
AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY SDG 7. 

Affordable and Clean Energy.
REDUCED
INEQUALITIES SDG 10. Reduced Inequality given the emphasis on inclusive 

growth to engage and empower the vulnerable and marginalized.
SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
AND COMMUNITIES SDG 11. 

Sustainable Cities and Communities.
RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION SDG 12. Responsible Consumption and Production considering 

the interest in low emission growth and mitigation.
CLIMATE
ACTION SDG 13. 

Climate Action.
LIFE 
BELOW WATER SDG 14. 

Life Below Water.
LIFE 
ON  LAND SDG 15. Life on Land given the focus on climate change adaptation, 

resilience, and responsible environmental management.

Highlights
• During the launch of the NBIRGG on 12 October 2018, the 

Provincial Government of Palawan, through Governor Jose Ch. 
Alvarez, officially recognized the contributions of GGGI in helping 
the province pursue its climate resilient and green growth vision as 
manifested through a Plaque of Appreciation. The said occasion was 
attended by representatives from the National Government Agencies, 
Development Organizations, Private and Civil Society Organizations, 
Local Government Officials, and local stakeholders.

Context
Philippines is confronted by an assortment of environmental 
challenges, which are compounded even more by climate change 
impacts. The country is also experiencing growth and rapid 
urbanization, but there is still a persistent poverty in rural areas, 
increasing the vulnerability to the impacts of climate change. 
Planning for local development and responding to the impacts 
of climate change can enhance the situation, but it requires a 
coordinated function between the National Government and the 
local government units.

Overall objective

The “Eco-town Scale-Up: Climate Resilient Green Growth Planning at the Provincial Level” or “Climate Resilient Green Growth Planning Project (CRGG 
Project)” aims to enhance climate change resilience and promote an inclusive green growth in participating provinces; replicate climate resilient green 
growth planning and implementation models in other provinces to institutionalize the approach at the national level.
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OUTPUT 3.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Inclusive and pro-poor green growth approach, which engages the 
marginalized sectors at the community level, demonstrated to enhance 
the social and environmental aspects of the CRGG project.

The CRGG project collaborated with the Municipality of San Vicente in 
the development of an inclusive and pro-poor green growth approach 
pilot program: Sustainable and Inclusive Municipal Tourism Code 
(SIMTC). Activities for the SIMTC development were conducted through 
a consultative approach that involved the members of the marginalized 
and vulnerable sectors, in order to ensure that their needs and 
aspirations are captured. The SIMTC embodies provisions that upholds 
the interests and welfare of the marginalized and vulnerable sectors 
while ensuring that the tourism industry of Municipality of San Vicente 
pursues a direction that is inclusive, resilient and green.

Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ON TRACK

Climate Resilient Green Growth (CRGG) Strategies that promote 
green climate resilience, inclusive green growth, and poverty 
alleviation accepted, adopted, and implemented in two participating 
provinces and replicated in other local government units.

In the case of Palawan, the Provincial Government has adopted the 
Green City Framework in the formulation of the Comprehensive Land 
Use Plans (CLUP) of all municipalities in the Province. The Provincial 
Development Council (PDC) also approved the Annual Investment 
Program (2019) and the Provincial Development Investment Plan (2019 
to 2023) to provide budgetary and investment support for activities 
and sectoral projects that align with the Palawan Climate Resilient and 
Green Growth Framework. On the other hand, the Province of Oriental 
Mindoro has adopted as its provincial planning strategy the Provincial 
Climate Resilient and Green Growth Framework.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ON TRACK

Climate resilient and green growth related national and local policies, 
resulting from the provincial CRGG strategies completed in 2016, 
developed and officially submitted to the appropriate authority.

In terms of local policies, the CRGG Project contributed to five local 
policies in the Provinces of Palawan and Oriental Mindoro as follows:

• Adoption of Green City Framework

• Approval of the Provincial Development Investment Plan

• Approval of the Annual Investment Program (2019)

• Adoption of the Provincial Climate Resilient and Green 
Growth Framework

In terms of national policy, the CRGG Project developed and 
submitted “Rapid Policy Analysis: Pursuing Climate Resilient and 
Green Infrastructure in the Philippines” to the Climate Change 
Commission (CCC).

OUTCOME 2 STATUS ON TRACK

At least 1 pilot MSME adopts greening business practices in each 
province, 2 years after project completion.

As of 2018, six pilot MSMEs in Oriental Mindoro and Palawan 
continue to adopt green business practices. Continuous monitoring 
will be undertaken to help them sustain these practices even as they 
are encouraged to share their lessons with other MSMEs.

OUTCOME 4 STATUS ACHIEVED

Capacity development modules for the implementation of 
the Provincial CRGG Strategies supported by the concerned 
government agencies.

The package of capacity development assistance provided by 
the CRGG Project were recognized by the Provinces of Palawan 
and Oriental Mindoro. The Oriental Mindoro PDC passed PDC 
Resolution No.4, Series of 2018 as a planning strategy for the 
Province. On the other hand, the Provincial Government has formally 
communicated its appreciation and recognition of the technical 
assistance provided by CRGG Project. The Province of Palawan also 
utilized the IEC Training provided by the CRGG Project in developing 
AVP materials using in-house talent.

OUTPUT 4.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Institutional Capacity Development strategy and training modules, 
to support the implementation and mainstreaming of Provincial 
CRGG Strategies developed and delivered.

In 2018, the CRGG project conducted seven capacity building 
activities to support the implementation of the CRGG strategies. 
These training activities were in the subject of A) Project proposal 
development; B) Basic economics for LGU practitioners; C) 
Information, education and communication training; D) GHG 
inventory training; and E) Green growth orientation.

OUTPUT 4.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Information, Education and Communications (IEC) activities to 
effectively communicate CRGG lessons/results delivered.

In 2018, seven press releases were developed to capture the results 
of the activities where lessons and the outcomes of the CRGG 
Project were communicated. These lessons, outcomes and next 
steps of the CRGG Project were presented and delivered through 
various activities. The CRGG Project also developed two Audio 
Video Presentation (AVP) for the IEC Packages, on CRGG Projects in 
Palawan and Oriental Mindoro.

OUTPUT 2.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Business Case for Greening MSME Operations Piloted.

In 2017, selected green business practices were introduced and piloted 
in six (6) MSMEs in Palawan and Oriental Mindoro. The project was 
completed in 2017.

OUTCOME 3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Policies resulting from the Provincial CRGG Strategies supported by 
the concerned government agencies.

The Provincial Government of Palawan passed “Provincial Ordinance 
No. 1865, Series of 2017: Prescribing the Climate Resilience and Green 
Growth Framework for the Province of Palawan”, aligned with CRGG 
Strategies. The outcome was achieved in 2017.
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Partners
Local
• Main Implementation Partners

• Climate Change Commission,

• Department of Trade and Industry,

• Provincial Government of Palawan, Provincial Government of 
Oriental Mindoro

• External Partners

• Municipal and City Governments (24 - Palawan and 
15 – Oriental Mindoro)

• Micro-Small and Medium Enterprises in the 2 provinces

• Palawan Council for Sustainable Development

• Academic Institutions and Civil Society Organizations in the 
2 provinces

International

Additional results
1. Establishment of the New Banua Institute for Resilience and Green 

Growth: The CRGG Project has contributed to a major institutional 
achievement as the Palawan Provincial Government has initiated the 
establishment of the New Banua Institute for Resilience and Green 
Growth (NBIRGG). The NBIRGG is expected to serve as a platform 
to address multi-dimensional poverty afflicting the marginalized 
constituents, particularly Indigenous People. It will support the 
operationalization of the Palawan Climate Resilience and Green Growth 
Framework, which was informed by the Climate Resilient and Green 
Growth Planning Project.

2. Grant mobilization assistance provided targeted to receive fund as a 
form of 50 units of electric tricycles for for the Municipality of Brooke’s 
Point, Palawan, with an expectation of actual delivery in 2019.

Lessons learned
• It is strategic to work with Local Government Units (LGUs) for initiatives that seek to demonstrate transformational changes that will directly impact 

at the community level, as the Philippines has a decentralized government structure with local governments have political and fiscal jurisdiction.

• It is important to ensure that local government partners are treated as partners, so that they could have ownership of project results and lessons.

• Local governments should be encouraged to take leadership of project activities such that these become more responsive to their needs and suitable 
to their context, so that they can be more creative in championing and sustaining in the project.

• It is important for similar initiatives in the future to integrate some degree of flexibility in the project timeline as LGUs would have loads of responsibilities.

• LGUs have the capability to provide financial and non-financial contributions when they appreciate the value of initiatives, as was demonstrated by 
the case of Palawan and Oriental Mindoro.

• It is important to ensure that analytical works lead to financing of concrete interventions, as LGUs are keen to have tangible initiatives which can 
impact election results.

Reasons if progress was below target

• Outcome 2: The plan is to complete the project by 2020.


