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Overview
Owning division TL

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

Global

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q2 2016

Funding source Core

Approved budget for 2018 USD 608,915.38

Actual expenditure USD 543,526.97

% utlization of inputs 89.26%

% of outputs achieved 60.00%

Relevant SDGs
GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING SDG 3.9. 

DALY rate due to unsafe water sources.
QUALITY
EDUCATION SDG 4.a. Population with access to safely managed water and 

sanitation services.
CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION SDG 6.4. Water stress Freshwater withdrawals as percent of 

available freshwater.
AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY SDG 7.1. Population with access to electricity.

Population with primary reliance on clean cooking fuels and technologies.
DECENT WORK AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH SDG 8.4. 

Domestic material consumption (DMC).
INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE SDG 9.c. 

Mobile subscriptions per 100 people.
SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
AND COMMUNITIES SDG 11.1. Proportion of urban population living in slums. 

SDG 11.6. Municipal solid waste (MSW) Generation Per Capita.
LIFE 
BELOW WATER SDG 14.5. Average proportion of Marine Key Biodiversity Areas 

(KBAs) covered by protected areas.
LIFE 
ON  LAND SDG 15.1. Share important sites for terrestrial/freshwater 

biodiversity that are covered by protected areas.

Other indicators are linked to support the achievement of the SDG targets, 
namely: SDG 3, 5, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14).

Highlights
The Council expressed confidence in GGGI to publish the Index in 2019.

Context
GGGI is developing a Green Growth Index under its Green Growth 
Performance Measurement (GGPM) project. The index serves as a 
quantitative tool to measure and analyze the impacts of green growth 
policies. It consists of:

• a composite index, which measures performance;

• a simulation tool, which shows how policy change can 
impact performance;

• an evidence library, which provides the evidence basis for the index 
and the model.

The evidence-based and quantitative approach of the Green Growth 
Index make it a unique tool to measure green growth, compare 
performance across countries on a common scale, and act as a 
conversation starter for discussing relevant policies.

The tool is intended to engage users in discovering the opportunities 
green growth offers for achieving socially inclusive and 
environmentally sustainable economic development. The tool allows 
users to learn how policy decisions can affect performance. The 
inclusion of an evidence library ensures that the tool is robust and 
transparent.

Overall objective

This project aims to promote green growth through the use of systematized Green Growth Index in target countries.
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Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ON TRACK

Raise awareness and understanding of green growth.

• 2 International workshops with a total of 40 participants from 
international organizations and non-government organizations 
(NGOs) were conducted in Geneva in June in partnership with the 
Green Growth Knowledge Platform (GGKP) Working Group on 
Metrics and Indicators and in Rome in December in partnership 
with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

• 4 regional consultation workshops with a total of 80 participants 
from government agencies, NGOs, and academia were conducted 
in Bangkok in August, Dubai, and Addis Ababa in September and 
Mexico City in October.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ON TRACK

The project effectively implemented.

a. High-quality outputs delivered within the agreed timeline

Materials for the workshops were prepared including presentations, 
background documents, breakout-session discussion points, description 
of the indicators. Reports on the workshops were completed. The 
Background document and presentations for the joint Assembly and 
Council Meeting in November was prepared and approved by the DG.

b. Smooth and effective coordination with internal and external 
stakeholders

Successful coordination of regional workshops with partner 
institutions including United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific, Ministry of Climate Change and Environment 
in UAE, and Ministry of Environment in Mexico. The country 
representatives and officers in the location of regional workshops 
provided valuable support in organizing the workshops.

c. Organization of workshops to discuss improvement to the tool, and 
seek stakeholder buy-in

All planned workshops were conducted successfully. The experts who 
attended the international experts’ meeting and regional consultation 
workshops have provided valuable comments and suggestions to 
improve the framework of the Index. The United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) has expressed interest in working on case studies 
on Green Growth Index and Green Economy Progress Index. The 
African Development Bank (AfDB) confirmed interest to collaborate 
on a project to develop an African Green Growth Index. Some GGGI 
member countries are interested in applying the Index at the national 
and sub-national level. The Council provided approval to GGGI to 
publish the Green Growth Index in 2019.

d. Methodological report published

The publication of methodological report was postponed to early 2019.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Refinement of the Green Growth Index and Simulation Tool.

a. Existing methodology improved

The concept and the methods for the Index, which will also be the basis 
for the framework of the Simulation Tool, were improved. The conceptual 
framework was finalized in December 2018.

b. Index and Tool updated with the latest data

Data for the new indicators for the revised framework was collected.

OUTPUT 1.4 STATUS ACHIEVED

Expansion of the Green Growth Index and Simulation Tool.

The data for the indicators based on the improved framework was 
collected and improved. The coverage of the Index was expanded from 
34 countries to more than 100 countries.

OUTPUT 1.5 STATUS ON TRACK

Outreach and Communications.

a. Procurement initiated

Procurement was postponed to 2019.

b. Existing methodology improved

The concept and methods were improved based on the feedback from 
international and regional experts.

c. Participation in GGKP’s outreach activities

Participated in the workshop of GGKP’s working group on metrics and 
indicators, which was held in Geneva in June and in Paris in December.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Consultation of the Revised Methodology and Results.

a. Regional workshops successfully conducted.

Four regional workshops in Bangkok, Dubai, Addis Ababa, and Mexico 
City were successfully conducted.

b. Feedback reflected in the tool and methodology where feasible.

The feedback from the regional workshops were systematically assessed. 
The results of the assessments were used to improve the conceptual 
framework for the Index and Tool. A technical report was prepared to 
publish the results of the assessments.

c. Revised Index circulated to country teams

The improved concept and methods for the Index were presented during 
the regional workshops.

d. Existing methodology improved

The improved concept and methods for the Index were finalized in 
December 2018.

Reasons if progress was below target

• Output 1.1: The publication of methodological report was postponed to early 2019 due to the delay of conducting the regional workshops. The 
workshop was delayed because the former Analyst had departed GGGI in May 2018 and the new Analyst started only in August 2018.

• Output 1.5: Procurement was postponed to 2019 because it was not necessary to initiate it in 2018 as the Index was still being improved.
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Partners
Local
• Experts from government agencies in GGGI member countries who 

participated in the regional workshops

International
• UNEP, UNIDO, UNDP, UNESCAP, ILO, FAO, OECD, WB, GGKP, 

TERI, IFAD, UNCTAD, Luc Hoffmann Institute, Water Footprint 
Network, Green Economy Coalition

Additional results
• An international expert group for the GGPM was formed during 

the first international experts’ meeting in Geneva in June 2018. The 
membership was expanded during the second international experts’ 
meeting in Rome in December. The experts are from international 
organizations including UNEP, the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), UNESCAP, the World Bank, the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), FAO, the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Green Economy 
Coalition (GEC), Water Footprint Network, and others.

• Presentation of the improved concept and methods of the Index during 
the Green Growth and Sustainable Development (GGSD) forum, 
organized by OECD in conjunction with the GGKP Annual Conference.

• The Government of Laos requested the GGPM team to conduct a 
national workshop on the concept and methods in Vang Vieng in 
November 2018.

• GGGI completed a technical report on the feedback from regional 
consultation workshops in December 2018. The synthesis of the 
technical report will be published in a journal in early 2019.

Lessons learned
• Some GGGI member countries expressed interest in applying the Index at the national and subnational level. The structure of the workshops with 

several break-out sessions is useful for initiating the application of the Index at this level, as shown by the experience in Laos.

• The development of the Simulation Tool in 2019 should also follow a consultative approach to enhance buy-in among the GGGI member countries.


