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Overview
Owning division GGPI

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

United Arab Emirates /
Africa & Middle East

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date 2011

Funding source Earmarked
UAE Government

Approved budget for 2018 USD 2,194,172.38

Actual expenditure USD 1,346,443.03

% utlization of inputs 61.36%

% of outputs achieved 60.00%

Relevant SDGs
DECENT WORK AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH SDG 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic 

growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all.
INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE SDG 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrialization and foster innovation.
SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
AND COMMUNITIES SDG 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable.
CLIMATE
ACTION SDG 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and 

its impacts.

Highlights
• Support for National Climate Change Plan implementation through 

assessment of climate risks in four areas: health, energy, infrastructure, 
and environment.

Context
The UAE faces a number of environmental and natural resources 
challenges, including: (i) high dependency to conventional fossil fuel; 
(ii) arid climate and scarce water resources leading to high cooling 
demand and food import; (iii) expatriate labor force constituting major 
part of economy; and (iv) decentralized governance structure and 
developmental gaps among federal governments. In order to address 
these challenges, the UAE government required the development of a 
cohesive national framework that incorporates all the sectors.

GGGI has focused on building a national, cross-sectoral framework, 
with the development of National Green Growth Strategy and 
the National Climate Change Plan 2017-2050. In line with these 
strategies, the government will further implement various projects for 
the broader objective of full transition to green economy by scaling up 
the project performance and enhancing knowledge.

Overall objective

The project aims to help UAE develop a cohesive national framework to preserve natural resources, reduce reliance on fossil fuels and develop a 
knowledge-based, innovation-driven green economy. The UAE government will achieve on-track progress in all relevant national KPIs and international 
commitment through action implementation from the Climate Resilient Green Growth Master Plan.
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Results achieved in 2018

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ACHIEVED

The UAE government adopts and deploys implementation actions in 
the Climate Resilient Green Growth Master Plan for 2017-2018.

GGGI assisted the UAE Ministry of Climate Change and Environment 
in developing the National Climate Change Plan 2017-2050. The UAE 
Cabinet adopted the Plan in June 2017 as an overarching framework 
response to climate challenges.

The key milestone in 2018 was the commencement of the National 
Climate Change Adaptation Program, an implementation initiative of 
the Climate Plan.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Implementation support mechanism for the government (“G-support”*) 
made operational; implementation support packages on the priority, 
catalytic actions** in the master plan delivered through “G-support”.

GGGI’s UAE office supported the implementation of the green agenda 
2015-2030 with the core projects such as:

• The Air Emissions Monitoring Project: The project aims to establish 
the first national-level air pollutants inventory to support the 
achievement of air quality targets under UAE vision 2021. GGGI 
incorporated existing local inventories to create a unified inventory 
methodology and further distributed to four emirates.

• Green Jobs Program: GGGI researched and drafted a background 
paper regarding the context and prospects of green jobs in UAE, as 
well as a methodology for assessing current green jobs numbers.

• The National Climate Change Adaptation Program: GGGI 
supported the development of risk assessment framework and 
synthesis reports. These will serve as a basis for identifying and 
prioritizing adaptation measures for four priority sectors: public 
health, energy, infrastructure, and the environment.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Implementation Capacity Enhanced.

Public officials: 4 climate adaptation capacity building workshops were 
held, one for each of health, energy, infrastructure and environment. 
In addition, 2 workshops on developing national-level air emissions 
inventory were organized.

Youth: 1 workshop on sustainable food and agriculture, in 
cooperation with FAO and the embassies of Australia and the 
Netherlands, where university student teams presented their ideas 
for sustainable food businesses.

Private sector: 3 private sector training workshops were conducted 
for data collection and awareness raising for companies whose 
activities fell within the purview of the air emissions monitoring project.

OUTPUT 1.4 STATUS DELAYED

Online interface and outreach activities delivered (G-Support online, 
GGMN, WFES).

The Green Growth MENA network platform was put on hold due to 
budgetary restrictions during 2018 and was not completed.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ON TRACK

Project Management.

All project management delivered on time and within budget.

OUTCOME 2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Knowledge sharing and capacity building activities are effective in 
improving participant knowledge/skills in green growth.

70.00% of workshop and training participants gain improved 
knowledge and/or skills relating to green growth.

OUTPUT 2.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Middle East and (North) Africa Ministerial Dialogue and regional 
knowledge sharing activities.

• Regional gathering: green growth index workshop
A regional workshop on GGGI’s green growth index was held in 
September 2018 with the participation of officials from UAE and 
Jordan. It improved the understanding of green growth performance 
measurement for most of the participants.

• Country-specific session: Egypt
GGGI’s UAE office contributed to the green growth introductory 
workshop in Egypt to introduce green growth concepts and 
methodologies to the Egyptian government, raise awareness about 
regional green growth activities already under way and support the 
process of membership and country program development in Egypt.

Reasons if progress was below target

• Output 1.4: The Green Growth MENA Network platform was put on hold due to budgetary restrictions during 2018 and was not completed.
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Partners
Local
• Ministry of Climate Change and Environment (MOCCAE)

• Ministry of Infrastructure Development (MOID)

• Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi

• New York University Abu Dhabi

International
• World Green Economy Organization (WGEO)

Additional results
Adaptation mainstreaming: GGGI has agreed with MOCCAE to provide 
Ministry of Infrastructure Development (MOID) with assistance in the 
studies on the implications of climate change on traffic safety on UAE 
roads, and align subsequent efforts with the National Adaptation efforts 
with MOCCAE’s leadership beginning in 2019.

Beyond the Pitch ‘green tech’ incubator: GGGI approached the business 
incubation program “startAD”, which will be followed by the second 
edition of startAD’s ‘Beyond the Pitch’, a startup training program. GGGI 
will provide subject matter expertise and source mentors for the four 
selected themes: climate action, green cities, circular economy and 
sustainable food and agriculture.

Lessons learned
• Stakeholder feedback: Without providing incentives, some stakeholders will not readily provide reviews on draft policy documents, as 

experienced in the adaptation project.

• Data for projects must be clearly defined: GGGI must verify data physically or receive written confirmation from counterparts that data will be 
obtained and acceptance that the project may suffer delays otherwise. This was witnessed in the air emissions project where the main risk was 
the refusal of local entities to provide data, a situation encountered on a few occasions.


