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Overview
Owning division GGPI

Country / Region / 
Global implementation

Cambodia /
Asia & the Pacific

Thematic area Multi-sectoral

Project start date Q1 2017

Funding source Core

Approved budget for 2018 USD 682,854.64

Actual expenditure USD 540,388.60 

% utlization of inputs 79.14%

% of outputs achieved 100.00%

Relevant SDGs
AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY SDG 7.3. Double the global rate of improvement in 

energy efficiency.
AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY SDG 7.4 Enhance international cooperation to facilitate access 

to clean energy research and technology, including renewable 
energy, energy efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel 
technology, and promote investment in energy infrastructure and 
clean energy technology.

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE SDG 9.2 Promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization, 

and significantly raise industry’s share of employment and gross 
domestic product.

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE SDG 9.3 Increase the access of small-scale industrial and other 

enterprises, in particular in developing countries, to financial 
services, including affordable credit, and their integration into 
value chains and markets.

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE SDG 9.4 Upgrade infrastructure and retrofit industries to make 

them sustainable, with increased resource-use efficiency and 
greater adoption of clean and environmentally sound technologies 
and industrial processes.

RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION SDG 12.2 Achieve the sustainable management and efficient use 

of natural resources.
RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION SDG 12.4 Achieve the environmentally sound management of 

chemicals and all wastes throughout their life cycle, in accordance 
with agreed international frameworks, and significantly reduce 
their release to air, water and soil in order to minimize their 
adverse impacts on human health and the environment.

RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION SDG 12.5 Substantially reduce waste generation through 

prevention, reduction, recycling and reuse.
RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION SDG 12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and 

transnational companies, to adopt sustainable practices and to 
integrate sustainability information into their reporting cycle.

Highlights
• The Green Industry scenario done by GGGI projected a potential increase 

in real GDP (base year 2015) of USD 2.76 billion over the baseline in 2030 
and 512,000 additional jobs in 2030 compared to 2020.

• Total GHG emissions are projected to be 3.37 million tons and 6.59 
million tons lower than the baseline values in the year 2030 and 
2040, respectively.

Context
The current phase of Cambodia’s National Strategic Development 
Plan (NSDP) and Rectangular Strategy will end in 2018. Key 
challenges in this work will include ensuring the development of 
the NSDP 2019-2023 is aligned with Cambodia’s international 
commitments and domestic green growth agenda; ensuring that 
the incorporation of green growth in the NSDP and relevant sector 
plans is based on robust technical analysis; and ensuring that the 
implementation of these plans are aided by institutionalized and 
systematic policy and investment planning and monitoring capacity.

The PAGG program was envisaged to contribute to national policy 
and investment planning, to reflect the co-benefits of economic 
growth, social development and environmental sustainability. 
Through the cooperation with relevant ministries and institutions, 
the program aims to strengthen national planning processes through 
ensuring climate resilience and green growth priorities are integrated 
and prioritized in next phase of national strategies and policies, in 
the context of Cambodia’s international commitments including the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), as well as its domestic climate and 
green growth-related policies.

Overall objective

Effective integration and monitoring of green growth in the Cambodia 
National Strategic Development Plan keeps Cambodia on track in 
its international and domestic commitments (including INDC, SDGs, 
ASEAN, and national policies).
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Results achieved in 2018

Partners
Local
• National Council for Sustainable Development (NCSD)

• Supreme National Economic Council (SNEC)

• Ministry of Economic and Finance (MEF)

• Ministry of Industries and Handicraft

• Ministry of Mines and Energy

OUTCOME 1 STATUS ON TRACK

Government incorporates recommended policy priorities that 
support commitments (e.g. CSDG, NDC) relevant to green growth 
in the next phase of the Rectangular Strategy and National Strategic 
Development Plan (NSDP) 2019-2023.

In partnership with the government counterparts, GGGI completed an 
assessment on green growth potential in Cambodia that led to green 
growth policy options and priorities recommendation for the Royal 
Government of Cambodia (RGC)’s to incorporate into the latter’s 
national policies and strategies, particularly the Cambodian framework 
for Sustainable Development Goals (C-SDG) and the National Strategy 
Development Plan (NSDP) for 2019-2023.

OUTPUT 1.1 STATUS ACHIEVED

Assessment of the green growth potential of Cambodia undertaken 
and submitted to the Government.

GGGI completed green growth potential assessment in Cambodia in 
April 2018 and submitted to the government counterparts, particularly 
the National Council for Sustainable Development (NCSD), Supreme 
National Economic Council (SNEC), Ministry of Economics and Finance 
(MEF), and Ministry of Planning (MoP).

The preliminary assessment highlighted several areas where green 
growth interventions can support development in Cambodia, including 
the adaptation in agriculture and transport, use of renewable energy 
for improving rural livelihoods and for productive use, natural capital 
management, and resource efficiency in the industrial sector. In dialogue 
with the government, the latter was selected for further sector analysis.

OUTPUT 1.2 STATUS ACHIEVED

Develop recommended policy priorities for the successor documents 
to the ‘Rectangular Strategy 2014-18’ and ‘National Strategic 
Development Plan 2014-18’.

GGGI completed the analysis and economic modeling for greening the 
industrial sector in Cambodia in June 2018 and submitted the results to 
the government counterparts, particularly NCSD, SNEC, MEF and MoP.

The greening industrial section in Cambodia is an evidence- and 
scenarios-based approach, and it was developed to assess qualitatively 
and quantitatively green growth outcomes (i.e. economic, social 
and environmental) from implementing priority interventions in the 
industrial sector. The analysis provided a robust economic case for a 
green growth transition in the industrial sector substantiated with an 
integrated Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) to propose policy interventions 
through incentives and mandates to promote the required capital 
investments. The findings were promoted through a range of platforms 
from policy dialogues, webinar and social media.

OUTPUT 1.3 STATUS ACHIEVED

Develop monitoring arrangements for how these recommended policy 
priorities could be tracked.

GGGI designed monitoring arrangements to track green growth 
in the industrial sector through the C-SDG and NSDP monitoring 
frameworks. GGGI assessed and proposed a number of green industry 
indicators, as well as coordination and data collection arrangements 
vis-à-vis existing institutional mechanisms and systems for monitoring 
green growth performance in industry with key line Ministries 
including the Ministry of Mines and Energy and the Ministry of 
Industry and Handicraft.

OUTPUT 1.4 STATUS ACHIEVED

Develop an investment plan on how for how these recommended 
policy priorities could be financed.

GGGI undertook a market analysis and investment grade audits 
for the adoption of resource efficient technology in the food and 
beverage (F&B) processing sector in Cambodia, which informed ideas 
on possible financial instruments and business models to promote 
cleantech adoption. The main objective is to advance on green growth 
in manufacturing sector, by identifying and facilitating investment 
resource efficiency. Based on the findings, both GGGI and NCSD have 
initiated a dialogue with potential investors for energy efficiency. Also, 
out of the 5 SMEs who participated in the proof of concept exercise, 
two have decided to self-invest in the technology.

Reasons if progress was below target

The NSDP was not issued by government the end of 2018 as originally 
planned. Government will launch it in 2019.

Lessons learned
A good lesson learnt from the implementation of this program so far is the establishment of the Program Working Group (PWG), consisting of 
members from GGGI (country team) and government officials from the NCSD, SNEC, MEF, and MoP. The PWG plays a significant role in providing 
overall guidance on the program approach, facilitating and reviewing technical deliverables and ensuring ownership in their respective ministries.


